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510 Geographical Literature and Maps. 

It abounds with entertaining incidents and excellent photographs, and its pen 
pictures of the steamboat tour, the ruins, the desert and the natives are graphic 
and interesting, if not novel. There is also a brief sketch of such parts of Egyp- 
tian history as will make the Nile ruins mean more to the ordinary sightseer. 
The book is calculated to suggest many things to most tourists that will enhance 
their comfort and stimulate interest in what they see. 

Kultur and Reich der Marotse. Eine historische Studie. Von 
Martin Richter. Achtes Heft, " Beitrage zur Kultur- und 
Universalgeschichte." xvi and 196 pp. and Sketch Map. R. Voigt- 
landers Verlag, Leipzig, 1908. Price, M. 6.80. 
The Marotse, one of the most important native groups of South Africa, occupy 
a large region along the upper Zambezi and its tributaries where the river sweeps 
in a wide bend from southeast to northeast. They have a long history, very 
imperfectly known. Modern travellers and missionaries from Livingstone to 
Gibbons have aroused interest in these subdivisions of a somewhat superor peo- 
ple. These studies, however, have been uneven in scientific merit and the results 
are not adequate for a complete account of their history and culture. Mr. 
Richter, however, has used the available material with painstaking and critical 
care, and his monograph is a valuable digest of our present knowledge of a large 
and strong people who seem, on the whole, to be more amenable to improving 
influences than many natives of inner Africa. The author devotes 63 pages to 
the history of the Marotse, which may dimly be traced for over two centuries, 
and gives a more or less critical estimate of the meager sources of information. 
He fills 133 pages with a careful and well-arranged account of the social ele- 
ments, government, and intellectual status of the Marotse. His references to 
authorities are copious and the outcome of the study is to fortify the prevailing 
impression that there is a hopeful future for this people. 

Samoa. Reiseschilderungen von Dr. Siegfried Genthe. Heraus- 
gegeben von Dr. Georg Wegener, xx and 306 pp., 1 Plate and Map. 
Allgemeiner Verein fur Deutsche Literatur, Berlin, 1908. Price, M. 5. 

Dr. Genthe, who was murdered by fanatical Moroccans (March, 1906), in 
Fez, was one of the most brilliant of contemporary German journalists. His 
first long journey was to Samoa in the service of the Kolnischen Zeitung. The 
letters he wrote to that journal made him famous. They were continued till his 
death and have since been reproduced, under the editorship of the well-known 
geographical writer, Dr. Georg Wegener, in 3 volumes: "Korea," "Marokko," 
and "Samoa." 

Dr. Genthe's work deserved this distinction. He saw things vividly and 
accurately and had the gift of conveying to others a clear idea of what he saw. 
Thus, his well-trained faculty of observation, his intellectual honesty and his 
literary power made him a good geographical writer. He went to Samoa in 
1899 and in the course of four months visited every part of the archipelago. In 
the 15 chapters of his book, he describes both the German and the United States 
parts of Samoa. He gives a graphic picture of the little group, depicts its natural 
beauties and characteristics, describes the Samoan people and their life and cus- 
toms, many of which are destined rapidly to disappear owing to contact with 
the whites, and tells of the political conditions at the time of his visit during 
the unsettled days of the Samoan Commission. His book is among the best de- 
scriptions of the islands and their native inhabitants that has been written. 



